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French-Canadian  Homeland 


“Bienvenue  a  la  Belle  Province”  is  one  of  the^ftrst  signs  a  visitor  to  Quebec 
will  see  along  the  highway.  Soon  he  will  see  many  bilingual  signs  such  as 
those  on  the  opposite  page. 

About  three  quarters  of  the  people  of  Quebec  are  of  French  origin,  and 
Montreal  is  the  second  largest  French-speaking  city  in  the  whole  world. 
These  are  descendants  of  some  of  the  earliest  Canadians,  because  Quebec, 
Montreal,  and  Three  Rivers  were  all  founded  in  the  early  seventeenth 
century.  French  settlers  had  been  arriving  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
before  English  people  began  to  settle  in  Upper  Canada,  as  Ontario  was 
then  called. 


What  makes  the  landscape  of  Quebec  different? 

Figure  4-1  is  a  map  of  Quebec.  It  has  many  of  the  physical  characteristics 
of  Ontario.  In  the  south  is  the  densely  populated  section  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
Lowlands.  To  the  north  lies  the  vast  expanse  of  the  Canadian  Shield.  Yet 
because  of  its  different  history,  the  scenery  of  Quebec  has  quite  a  distinct 
appearance. 


Summer  camp  in  Quebec 


Karen  Wiswell  wants  to  be  a  translator  for  the  United  Nations  when  she 
leaves  school.  When  she  heard  that  a  special  French-speaking  summer  camp 
was  being  held  near  Quebec,  Karen  decided  to  attend. 

Her  father  drove  her  into  Toronto,  and  there  she  boarded  a  special  bus 
full  of  other  Ontario  students  who  were  attending  the  camp.  The  bus  followed 
the  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Vercheres  shown  in  Figure  4-1.  What  were 
some  of  the  interesting  things  Karen  and  her  friends  saw  on  their  journey  ? 

The  buildings  along  the  road  seemed  to  be  almost  continuous,  and 
Karen  found  it  hard  to  decide  where  one  village  ended  and  the  next  began. 
She  noticed  that  most  of  the  time  the  villages  consisted  of  a  single  line  of 
2  houses,  with  the  farmland  and  woodlots  right  behind. 
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4-1 .  The  major  regions  of  Quebec. 
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4-2.  An  aerial  view  of  Vercheres  (R.C.A.F.), 


Figure  4-2  is  an  aerial  view  of  Vercheres,  where  Karen’s  camp  was  held. 
Karen  found  that  the  farmland  looked  very  different  from  that  around  her 
home.  She  thought  it  was  because  she  missed  the  acres  of  fruit  trees  and  the 
neat  orchards.  But  students  from  other  parts  of  Ontario  felt  the  same.  Finally 
they  agreed  that  it  was  the  fields  that  looked  different.  Figure  4-3  shows 
what  they  saw  from  the  bus.  Describe  the  shape  of  the  fields  and  compare 
them  with  fields  in  Southern  Ontario.  The  sketchmaps  in  Figure  4-4  will 
assist  in  .this. 

During  the  French  regime,  farms  were  so  arranged  that  everyone  had 
some  frontage  on  the  river.  Why  was  this  important  ?  When  a  farmer  died 
his  land  was  divided  among  his  children.  In  this  way,  the  farms  came  to 
consist  of  long  narrow  fields  running  back  from  the  river  as  shown  in  Figure 
4-3.  The  houses,  plus  the  church,  school,  and  mill  were  built  close  to  the 
4  water,  and  roads  connecting  them  came  into  being.  When  all  the  land  along 
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4-3.  F.ields  of  a  French-Canadian  farm  near  Montreal  (Quebec  Film  Bureau). 


4-4.  Different  field  patterns  in  Quebec  and  Qntario  sections  of  the  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawience 
Lowlands. 


the  river  front  was  occupied  new  farms  were  opened  up  further  inland.  At 
the  back  of  the  farm,  woodlots  were  often  left  uncleared  and  many  remain 
today.  These  farms,  located  behind  the  first  lots,  had  the  same  field  pattern 
as  the  river-front  farms.  These  early  farms  were  called  seigneuries  and  were 
granted  to  settlers  by  the  French  king. 

When  they  explored  some  of  the  backroads  near  Quebec  City,  Karen 
and  her  friends  saw  dogs  drawing  small  carts,  many  small  way-side  shrines, 
cold  storage  caverns  cut  into  the  banks  of  earth,  and  even  an  old  open-air 
oven  still  in  use.  These  colorful  reminders  of  the  past  are  no  longer  a  common  5 


sight,  but  the  long,  narrow  villages  consisting  of  a  single  street  straggling 
across  the  strips  of  farmland  give  the  rural  landscape  of  Quebec  a  distinct 
appearance. 

Figure  4-5  is  a  picture  of  two  buildings  on  the  river  bank  near  Vercheres. 
These  have  been  standing  for  250  years.  What  are  they  made  of?  Many  early 
buildings  were  made  of  wood,  as  in  Ontario,  but  few  of  these  remain  today. 
The  house  is  in  the  typical  style  of  the  French  regime.  Suggest  why  a  steeply 
pitched  roof  and  large  chimneys  were  found  to  be  suitable.  How  was  the  mill 
powered  ?  What  does  it  suggest  about  the  early  agriculture  of  the  area  ? 


Quebec  —  Canada's  only  walled  city  / 

In  1608  Samuel  de  Champlain  selected  Quebec  as  the  site  of  the  first  perma¬ 
nent  settlement  of  New  France.  Today  it  is  one  of  Canada’s  largest  cities, 
an  important  port,  a  major  industrial  centre,  the  capital  of  Quebec,  and  the 
heart  of  French  Canadian  life  and  culture. 


Why  did  Champlain  choose  Quebec? 

Figures  4-6  and  4-7  will  help  explain  this. 

1 .  Compare  the  width  of  the  St.  Lawrence  at  Quebec  with  that  below  the 
Isle  of  Orleans.  Quebec  is  an  Indian  name  meaning  "where  the  river  narrows." 

2.  What  river  flows  into  the  St.  Lawrence  at  Quebec?  What  advantage 
would  this  be  to  early  settlers?  Which  letter  identifies  this  river  in  Figure  4-7? 

3.  Why  was  Quebec  an  easy  place  to  defend?  Defence  was  very 
important  in  the  early  days,  when  Indian  raids  were  frequent  and  French  and 
English  forces  were  fighting  for  possession  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Which  letter 
identifies  the  Heights  of  Abraham  in  Figure  4-7?  How  does  the  photograph 

4-5.  Old  buildings  near  Vercheres  (Canadian 
Pacific  Railway). 


4-6.  Sketch  map  to  show  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Quebec. 


Mowin’ 


4-7.  An  aerial  view  of'Quebec  City  (Hunting  Survey  Corporation  Limited) 


distinguish  between  the  Upper  and  Lower  Town?  Refer  to  a  history  book  and 
read  the  exciting  story  of  how  General  Wolfe's  troops  scaled  these  cliffs  in 
1759  and  attacked  the  city.  On  some  of  the  buildings  on  the  Isle  of  Orleans, 
Karen  saw  scars  made  by  cannon  balls  during  General  Wolfe's  bombardment. 

4.  Why  is  the  area  of  farmland  in  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence  very  limited? 
The  gently  rolling  land  of  the  Isle  of  Orleans  is  some  of  the  best  farmland 
in  the  area,  and  it  was  settled  early  to  provide  food  for  the  new  colony 
centred  on  Quebec. 


During  their  visit  to  Quebec  City  the  Ontario  students  saw  many 
historic  and  beautiful  sights.  From  the  high  cliffs  they  gazed  out  over  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  saw  a  large  luxury  liner  dock.  They  visited  the  oldest  house  ( 
in  Canada,  the  ancient  seminary  of  Laval  University,  and  the  old  church  in 
the  Lower  Town.  They  looked  with  amazement  at  the  narrow,  winding 
streets  and  passed  through  the  gate  in  the  city  wall.  They  ascended  the 
Heights  of  Abraham  by  elevator  and  visited  the  fortifications  on  the  summit. 
Later  they  saw  a  pulp  and  paper  mill,  a  textile  mill,  and  a  shipyard.  Their 
guide  pointed  out  the  Parliament  Buildings,  Provincial  Museums,  and  the 
Archbishop’s  Palace.  They  realized  that  Quebec  is  a  city  of  the  present  as 
well  as  the  past. 
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The  Canadian  Shield  is  close  to  the  St.  Lawrence  at  Quebec.  What 
advantage  does  this  have  ?  Figure  4-8  shows  Montmorency  Falls  where  the 
river  drops  from  the  Shield  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  These  falls  are  higher  than 
Niagara  and  are  a  great  tourist  attraction.  The  large  building  at  the  left  is 
a  cotton  mill  using  power  from  the  Falls.  What  are  the  other  advantages 
of  this  site  ? 


Thinking  about  Quebec  City 

1.  Make  a  list  of  all  the  reasons  why  Quebec  is  an  important  city  ? 

2.  Why  do  so  many  tourists  visit  Quebec  City  every  year. 

Quebec  (1608),  Three  Rivers  (1634),  Montreal  (1642):  these  were  the 
earliest  settlements  founded  in  New  France,  and  they  remain  the  largest  cities 
of  Quebec  today.  In  Three  Rivers,  as  at  Quebec,  ancient  seigneurial  houses 
are  overshadowed  by  modern  industry  and  bustling  harbor  activity.  At 
Montreal,  the  tiny  settlement  which  once  existed  so  precariously  on  the 
island  in  the  St.  Lawrence  has  grown  into  the  largest  city  in  all  Canada. 


Montreal  —  Canada's  largest  city 

When  Jacques  Cartier  arrived  at  the  site  of  Montreal  in  1534  he  found  it 
impossible  to  continue  his  voyage.  Look  at  Figure  4-9.  What  natural  barrier 

4-8.  Where  the  Shield  meets  the  Lowlands — Montmorency  Falls  (Province  of  Quebec). 
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Legend  for  Figures  4-11  and  4-12: 

A — C.P.R.  station:  B  —  C.N.R.  station; 

C  —  Long  distance  bus  terminal;  D  —  Harbor  area; 

E — Seaway  canal;  F — St.  James  Cathedral; 

G  —  Notre  Dame  Cathedral:  H  —  Grain  elevators; 

J  —  Cold  storage  warehouse;  K — Mount  Royal; 

L — McGill  University:  M — Shopping  and  entertainment  centre. 


prevented  his  passage  upstream  ?  He  paused  and  landed  on  the  island  in  the 
St.  Lawrence.  This  is  how  he  described  it: 

Amid  these  fields  is  situated  the  .  .  .  town  of  Hochelaga,  stretching  up  a 
mountain  which  lies  beside  it,  which  is  well  cultivated  and  most  fertile,  and  from 
whose  top  one  can  see  a  great  distance.* 

To  which  mountain  did  he  refer?  Which  letter  identifies  it  in  Figure 
4-11  ?  How  has  the  landscape  changed?  The  site  of  the  Indian  village  of 
Hochelaga  is  now  the  heart  of  Montreal.  Its  location  between  the  river  and 
the  steep  slope  of  Mount  Royal  has  led  to  many  problems,  especially  traffic 
problems,  in  the  development  of  the  city.  Today  Mount  Royal  provides  a 
fine  park  and  is  a  favorite  skiing  centre  in  winter. 

Until  the  first  canal  was  built  in  1825  around  the  Lachine  Rapids,  all 
vessels  ended  their  journey  at  Montreal.  Even  after  the  various  canal  systems 
were  completed,  only  those  boats  able  to  pass  through  the  canals  could 
proceed  upstream.  Today  any  vessels  requiring  more  than  27  feet  of  water 
cannot  continue  further.  So  Montreal  became  a  trans-shipment  point  where 
goods  were  transferred  from  one  means  of  transportation  to  another.  In  the 
eighteenth  century,  furs  were  moved  from  canoes  to  sailing  vessels;  later, 
wheat  was  transferred  from  canal  boats  to  large  ocean  freighters ;  and  today 
passengers  for  Europe  arrive  by  road  or  rail  and  embark  upon  the  great  liners 
for  Liverpool,  Cherbourg,  and  Southampton. 


Why  is  Montreal  Canada's  greatest  transportation  centre? 

Figures  4-9  and  4-10  show  Montreal's  position  as  a  focus  of  routes. 

1 .  What  are  the  two  main  types  of  shipping  arriving  at  Montreal?  Some 
vessels  now  by-pass  the  city  by  means  of  the  Seaway  canal.  Locate  this  on 
Figure  4-9.  Which  letter  indicates  it  in  Figure  4-12?  But  many  vessels 
still  call  to  take  on  or  discharge  passengers  and  goods.  Which  letters  in 
10  Figure  4-11  and  4-12  indicate  a  busy  section  of  the  harbor?  How  many 

*Extracts  quoted  from  Cartier’s  journals  which  were  edited  by  H.  P.  Biggar  from  the  Public 
Archives  of  Canada.  They  are  reproduced  here  from  Reid,  McNaught,  and  Crowe,  A  Source- 
Book  of  Canadian  History,  and  are  quoted  by  kind  permission  of  the  publisher,  Longmans, 
Green  and  Company,  Toronto. 


4-11.  The  centre  of  Montreal  from  the  east  (Armour  Landry). 


4-12.  The  centre  of  Montreal  looking  east  (Montreal  Municipal  Tourist  Bureau). 


boats  can  you  count  in  Figure  4-11?  Montreal  harbor  extends  for  about  ten 
miles  along  the  north  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  How  does  it  differ  from 
the  lake  harbors  of  Toronto  and  Hamilton?  What  special  port  facilities  are 
shown  on  the  photograph?  There  is  also  a  huge  dry  dock  which  does  not 
appear  in  the  picture. 

2.  Find  three  great  termini  for  land  transportation  in  Figure  4-12.  The 
tall  buildings  in  the  centre  of  the  picture  are  great  office  buildings  and  hotels. 
Several  Canadian  banks  have  their  headquarters  in  Montreal  as  do  many 
commercial  firms.  Between  the  financial  section  and  Mount  Royal  are  the 
main  shopping  and  entertainment  areas  marked  "M”  on  Figure  4-11.  Why 
is  Montreal  a  very  good  place  to  hold  conventions? 

3.  Figure  4-13  is  a  list  of  the  airlines  operating  out  of  Montreal  Inter¬ 
national  Airport.  About  123  aircraft  leave  Montreal  every  day. 

(a)  How  many  European  airlines  operate  from  Montreal? 

(b)  How  many  airlines  seem  to  operate  for  short  distances? 

(c)  Find  out  what  other  parts  of  the  world  are  served  by  direct  air 

service  from  Montreal. 

4.  How  would  you  reach  Montreal  from  your  home? 


A  great  variety  of  industries 


Here  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  most  important  industries  of  Montreal. 


Oil  refining 

Textiles 

Flour  milling 

Boots  and  shoes 

Linseed  oil  making 

Sugar  refining 

Brewing 

Chemical  plants 

Rubber  making 

Rolling  stock 

Food  processing 

Electrical  goods 

Meat  packing 

Aircraft 

4-13.  Air  Services  operating  from  Montreal 

International  Airport. 

Aeroflot  (Russian  Airlines) 

KLM — Royal  Dutch  Airlines 

Aeronaves  de  Mexico 

Lufthansa  German  Airlines 

Air  Canada 

Mohawk  Airlines  Inc.  (Eastern  U.S.) 

Air  France 

Nordair  Limited  (Canadian) 

Alitalia  (Italian  Airlines) 

Northeast  Airlines  Inc.  (U.S.  Carrier) 

British  Overseas  Airways  Corp. 

Olympic  Airways  (Greece) 

C  P  Air  (‘Canadian  Pacific) 

Quebecair  Limited 

Eastern  Airlines  Inc.  (U.S.) 

Sabena  Belgian  World  Airlines 

Eastern  Provincial  Airways 

Sacair  Inc.  (Ouebec) 

Georgian  Bay  Airways  (Canadian) 

Scandinavian  Airlines  System 

Iberia  Airlines  of  Spain  (Start  in  June  69) 

Swissair 

Irish  International  Airlines  (Aerlingus) 

Royalair  (Now  controlled  by  Ouebecair) 

Some  of  these  are  fairly  simple  “one  stage”  industries.  Oil  refining  is 
an  example.  Which  other  industries  are  of  this  type  ?  Why  is  a  waterside 
location  an  advantage  for  such  industries  ?  Others  are  more  complex  processes 
requiring  the  assembly  of  a  great  number  of  small  parts.  Give  an  example  of 
this  type  of  industry.  Which  industries  are  based  on  imported  raw  materials  ? 
Much  of  the  produce  is  consumed  in  the  local  area  but  some  articles,  such 
as  railway  rolling  stock,  are  sold  throughout  Canada. 

The  trade  of  the  Port  of  Montreal  for  1966 


Goods  handled  in  order  of  volume 


Outward 
Wheat 
Fuel  Oil 
Gasoline 
Wheat  flour 
Cement 

Lubricating  oil  and  grease 
Asbestos 


Inward 
Wheat 
Fuel  Oil 

Crude  petroleum 
Coal  (bituminous) 
Corn 

Raw  sugar 
Barley 


1.  What  is  the  greatest  single  commodity  handled?  What  evidence  do 
the  photographs  give  of  this? 

2.  Give  an  example  of  a  commodity  imported  in  its  crude  state  and 
exported  again  after  processing.  Refer  to  Figure  4-49  on  page  40,  which 
shows  clearly  that  Montreal  is  the  largest  oil  refining  centre  in  Canada.  Which 
product  is  imported,  transshipped,  and  exported  without  processing? 

3.  Which  imported  product  is  refined  in  Montreal  and  then  consumed 
in  the  area? 

4.  Why  does  Montreal  require  large  quantities  of  building  materials? 

Other  functions  of  Montreal 

How  can  you  tell  that  Montreal  is  an  important  educational  and  religious 
centre  ?  In  addition  to  the  buildings  shown  in  the  photographs  there  are 
several  museums,  an  art  gallery,  several  theatres  and  concert  halls,  and  a 
great  variety  of  restaurants. 

Sources  of  energy  for  Montreal 

Figure  4-14  is  a  view  of  the  hydro-electric  development  at  Beauharnois. 
Locate  this  site  in  Figure  4-9,  The  powerhouse  shown  is  more  than  half 
a  mile  long.  The  drop  in  the  river  at  this  point  is  harnessed  to  make  Beau-  13 


4-14.  The  Beauharnois  rapids — a  huge  powerhouse  and  a  great  canal  (Province  of 
Quebec). 


harnois  one  of  the  largest  producers  of  electricity  in  the  world.  This  plant 
is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Quebec  Government  whose  flag  appears  in 
grass  and  cement  in  the  centre  of  the  picture.  In  the  background  of  the 
picture  boats  can  be  seen  passing  through  the  locks  of  the  Seaway  canal. 
All  electricity  used  in  Montreal  is  produced  by  water  power.  From  Figure 
4-15  And  out  what  other  developments  supply  hydro-electric  power  to 
Montreal.  What  other  sources  of  power  are  available?  How  far  has  the 
natural  gas  travelled  before  it  is  used  in  Montreal  kitchens?  Large  un¬ 
developed  resources  of  hydro-electric  power  are  available.  What  site  exists 
right  beside  the  city?  There  are  also  many  possible  sites  in  the  Canadian 
Shield,  which  is  quite  close. 


Winter — Montreal's  greatest  problem 

Montrealers  are  used  to  living  in  one  of  the  snowiest  cities  in  the  world, 
but  the  winter  weather  still  makes  headlines,  as  these  extracts  from  the 
Montreal  Daily  Star  show.* 

*The  extracts  from  news  stories  are  reproduced  here  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Montreal 
14  Daily  Star. 


November  30 
SNOW  ENDS, 

CITY  STARTS  TO  DIG  OUT 

The  storm  is  over  and  Montreal 
is  digging  out  from  under  14  inches 
of  snow. 

Early  morning  traffic  today  was 
still  running  slower  than  usual 
through  streets  narrowed  by  banks 
of  snow  on  either  side. . .  .  Overnight, 
the  city  had  about  1700  men  and  700 
pieces  of  equipment  on  the  streets  to 
clear  them  of  snow. 


February  1 

INTENSE  COLD 

TIGHTENS  GRIP 

ON  MONTREAL 

DORVAL  REPORTS  24  BELOW 

The  bitter  cold  turned  every¬ 
thing  to  iron.  Automobiles  groaned 
reluctantly  when  starters  were  pressed 
.  .  .  traffic  moved  slowly  on  ice-hard 
and  slippery  surfaces.  ... 

The  weatherman  warned  that 
exposed  flesh  will  freeze  today  in  a 
matter  of  seconds. 


Figure  4-16  is  a  climatic  graph  for  Montreal.  For  how  many  months  of  the 
year  is  the  average  temperature  below  freezing  ?  Normally  Montreal  receives 
100-120  inches  of  snow  in  a  winter.  Describe  the  effects  of  a  severe  winter 
on  everyday  life  in  Montreal.  Why  is  the  climate  a  handicap  to  the  port 
of  Montreal?  From  early  December  until  April  there  are  some  days  when 
the  channel  cannot  be  used,  although  icebreakers  keep  it  open  for  as  long  as 
they  can.  What  Canadian  ports  have  an  advantage  over  Montreal  by  being 
open  all  winter? 

What  is  the  average  temperature  for  July  at  Montreal  ?  Heat  waves  with 
temperatures  in  the  90’s  are  quite  common.  Summer  thunderstorms  are 
fairly  frequent. 

Compare  the  climate  of  Montreal  with  that  of  your  home  area. 


A  Review  of  Montreal 

List  all  the  reasons  which  have  contributed  to  Montreal’s  growth  into  the 
largest  city  of  Canada.  In  what  ways  does  the  landscape  in  and  around 
Montreal  differ  from  that  at  Toronto  ? 


4-1  6.  Climatic  graph 
of  Montreal. 


4—17.  A  French-Canadian  dairy  farm  on  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands  (Province  of  Quebec). 

Farming  in  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands 


Figure  4-17  is  an  aerial  view  of  Mr.  Maurice  Laliberte's  farm  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  Lowlands  near  Quebec  City.* 

1.  How  can  you  tell  that  this  farm  is  probably  in  Quebec?  Refer  to 
Figure  4-3  to  see  what  the  fields  look  like  from  the  ground. 

2.  Describe  the  relief  of  the  land.  How  does  this  assist  Mr.  Laliberte 
in  his  work?  Qf  his  188  acres,  173  are  cultivated  on  a  three-year  cycle — 
grain  one  year  and  pasture  for  two.  The  remainder  of  his  land  is  covered 
by  a  well'  kept  woodlot.  It  provides  fuel  for  heating  and  cooking,  and  each 
spring  Mr.  Laliberte  gathers  sap  for  maple  syrup  and  sugar  which  add  to 
his  income. 

3.  How  can  you  tell  that  Mr.  Laliberte  keeps  large  numbers  of  animals? 

*For  the  material  in  this  section,  the  authors  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Pierre  Dorion  of  the  Quebec 
16  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Colonization. 

4-18  (Opposite).  A  topographic  map  of  part  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands  on  the  scale 
of  1  ;50,000  (Sheet  Beloeil  31H/11  East  Flalf,  in  the  National  Topographic  Series)  (Depart¬ 
ment  of  Mines  and  Technical  Surveys,  Ottawa). 


4-19.  The  Monteregian  Hills 
— isolated  summits  on  the 
flat  expanse  of  the  Montreal 
Plain. 


FEET  ABOVE 

sEACEvtL  ST.  HILAIRE  MOUNTAIN 


VOLCANIC  ROCK  (SOLIDIFIED  MOLTEN  MATERIAL) 


CLAYS  AND  SHALE  OF  ST  LAWRENCE  LOWLANDS  (DEPOSITED  BY  ANCIENT  SEA) 


3 


4-20.  Section  through  St.  Hilaire  Mountain  showing  how  the  mountain  is  formed. 


4-21.  Picking  tomatoes  at  St.  Jean  Baptiste  de  Rouville  (Province  of  Quebec). 
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He  grows  food  for  1  horse,  50  pigs,  500  hens,  1  Holstein  bull,  35  cows, 
30  heifers,  and  a  young  bull.  Find  the  buildings  where  he  houses  these 
animals  and  their  food.  Why  must  he  supply  a  great  deal  of  food  and  shelter 
for  them? 

4.  Suggest  how  Mr.  Laliberte  makes  his  cash  income.  Milk,  bacon,  eggs, 
and  poultry  are  sold  to  the  urban  centres  of  southern  Quebec. 

5.  Mr.  Laliberte  lives  in  an  old  house  which  has  been  modernized.  His 
oldest  son  lives  in  the  bungalow  opposite  and  they  work  the  farm  together. 
Behind  the  house  is  a  well  kept  vegetable  garden,  which  supplies  their 
large  family  with  fresh  vegetables.  A  shady  lawn  and  a  pond  of  clear  water 
provide  a  play  area  for  Mr.  Laliberte's  twelve  children.  The  family  has  farmed 
this  land  for  many  generations.  Make  a  list  of  all  the  jobs  Mr.  Laliberte 
and  his  family  do  to  maintain  this  well  kept  farm.  Mr.  Laliberte  won  a  gold 
medal,  the  highest  award  in  the  Agricultural  Merit  Competition. 

Mr.  Laliberte’s  farm  is  typical  of  many  on  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands. 
Dairly  cattle  and  fodder  crops  are  the  chief  features,  but  market  gardening, 
tobacco,  sugar  beets,  and  fruits  are  also  important. 


Figure  4-18.  A  topographic  map  of  part  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands 

1.  St.  Hilaire  Mountain  is  the  most  prominent  feature  of  this  map.  How 
can  you  tell  that  this  part  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands  is  not  used  by 
farms  such  as  that  of  Mr.  Laliberte?  What  is  the  elevation  of  St.  Hilaire  Race 
Track?  What  is  the  elevation  of  the  summit  of  the  mountain?  There  are  eight 
isolated  hills  such  as  this  rising  steeply  above  the  flat  surface  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  Lowlands,  as  shown  in  Figure  4-19.  They  are  known  as  the 
Monteregian  Hills.  These  were  formed  from  hot  molten  material  that  worked 
its  way  from  deep  in  the  earth  into  the  soft  clays  of  the  plain.  There  it  cooled 
and  hardened,  and  now  that  the  soft  clays  have  been  worn  away  this  hard 
rock  is  exposed  in  a  series  of  hills.  Figure  4-20  will  give  you  an  idea  of  how 
St.  Hilaire  Mountain  stands  out  above  the  plain.  Refer  again  to  Figure  4-11 
and  note  the  shape  and  appearance  of  Mount  Royal. 

2.  The  lower  slopes  of  the  Monteregians,  where  the  volcanic  soil  has 
washed  down  over  the  clays  of  the  plain,  are  well  suited  to  apple  growing. 
What  climatic  advantage  is  there  in  locating  orchards  on  slightly  higher 
ground? 

3.  How  can  you  tell  that  the  land  shown  around  the  edges  of  the  map  is 
very  flat?  This  land  is  devoted  to  farms  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Laliberte. 

4.  Figure  4-21  shows  a  farmer's  wife  picking  tomatoes  at  St.  Jean 
Baptiste  de  Rouville.  Find  this  village  on  the  map.  Describe  the  appearance 

of  the  field  where  she  is  working.  What  evidence  is  there  of  other  activity  19 


4-22  (Above).  Sketch  map  showing 
main  ski  areas  of  Quebec. 


4-23.  Skiers  at  Ste.  Agathe.  north  of 
Montreal  (Province  o'f  Quebec). 


on  this  farm?  St.  Hilaire  Mountain  rises  in  the  distance.  Describe  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  mountain.  Find  an  example  of  a  French  Canadian  street  village. 
This  area  is  very  close  to  Montreal,  and  many  suburban  housing  areas 
such  as  Otterburn  Park  are  growing  up.  How  do  the  commuters  reach 
Montreal?  How  does  this  type  of  settlement  differ  from  the  old  villages? 
Loss  of  farmland  to  housing  is  a  problem  in  this  area. 


The  main  characteristics  of  farming  in  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands 

1.  What  physical  characteristics  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands  are 
favorable  to  farming  ? 

2.  Why  is  the  climate  one  of  the  farmer’s  greatest  problems  ? 

3.  What  are  the  main  types  of  farming  carried  on  ? 

4.  Why  are  these  farms  well  located  with  regard  to  markets  ? 


The  value  of  the  vast  area  of  the  Canadian  Shield  to  Quebec 


Recreation 

Figure  4-22  shows  the  location  of  the  main  skiing  areas  of  Quebec.  No  othe'r 
part  of  Canada  has  so  many  ski  resorts.  Quebec  is  noted  for  its  good  snow 
conditions.  The  snow  in  these  areas  is  measured  in  feet  instead  of  inches,  and 
the  winter  carnivals  attract  many  visitors  each  year.  Why  is  skiing  not  wide- 
20  spread  in  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands  ? 


Most  of  the  ski  resorts  are  in  the  parts  of  the  Canadian  Shield  easily 
reached  from  the  cities  of  the  Lowlands.  Figure  4-23  shows  skiers  in  a 
chairlift  in  the  Laurentians  north  of  Montreal.  Most  of  the  white  areas  of 
open  snow  are  frozen  snow-covered  lakes.  What  forms  of  recreation  are 
available  at  other  seasons?  The  ski  resort  shown  is  just  sixty  miles  from 
Montreal.  A  limited  access,  divided  highway  to  the  ski  resorts  is  kept  open 
all  winter.  Why  can  the  Laurentians  afford  to  provide  many  special  facilities 
such  as  ski  lifts,  instructors,  and  snow  reports?  Why  are  the  citizens  of 
Toronto  less  fortunate  with  regard  to  skiing  facilities? 


Hydro-electric  power 

Figure  4-24  shows  another  reason  why  the  Shield  is  valuable  to  Quebec.  This 
pulp  mill  is  at  La  Tuque  on  the  St.  Maurice  River.  Why  is  La  Tuque  a  good 

4-24.  Hydro-electric  power  at  work — the  pulp  mill  at  La  Tuque  (Photographic  Survey 
Corporation  Limited). 
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4-25.  Hauling  logs  for  puipwood  in  the  Saguenay  area  (Province  of  Quebec). 


site  for  a  mill  ?  Figure  4-25  shows  logs  being  transported  to  the  pulp  mill. 
What  season  is  this  ?  Mechanized  transport  such  as  this  is  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  common  in  Quebec  farms  and  forests,  though  horsedrawn  sleighs  are 
still  often  seen.  Compare  this  cat  train*  with  pictures  of  other  methods  of 
hauling  logs  that  you  can  find.  Figure  4-26  shows  many  other  important 

*“Cat”  refers  to  the  caterpillar  tractor  which  supplies  the  power.  The  “train”  is  composed 
of  sledges. 


4-27.  Profile  of  the  St.  Maurice  River  showing  power  sites  (after  the  Atlas  of  Canada). 


4-28.  A  large-scale  map  of  Shawinigan. 


pulp  and  paper  centres  similar  to  La  Tuque.  Four  fifths  of  all  the  world’s 
newspapers  are  printed  on  Canadian  newsprint,  and  Quebec  accounts  for 
more  than  half  the  total  Canadian  production. 

The  Canadian  Shield  is  one  of  the  richest  storehouses  of  hydro-electric 
power  in  the  world.  Even  now,  with  only  a  fraction  of  its  sites  developed, 
it  is  a  leading  world  producer  of  hydro-electricity.  The  many  natural  lakes 
and  rock  basins  which  were  scooped  out  by  the  ice  millions  of  years  ago  pro¬ 
vide  excellent  storage  basins,  while  dams  are  easily  built  in  this  rocky  land. 
It  is  important  that  there  be  an  adequate  supply  of  water  all  year.  Factories 
cannot  be  idle  because  the  water  flow  has  dropped  in  the  summer  months. 
How  does  Quebec’s  climate  help  to  keep  water  available  all  year  ?  Water¬ 
power,  unlike  coal  and  oil,  is  a  permanent  source  of  power.  Flow  at  any 
site  can  be  used  year  after  year,  and  often  the  same  water  can  be  used  sev¬ 
eral  times  on  its  journey  from  source  to  sea  level. 


Making  use  of  the  St.  Maurice  River 

Locate  the  St.  Maurice  in  Figure.  4-26.  Figure  4-27  is  a  profile  showing 
how  the  water  falls  from  Gouin  Reservoir  far  inland  in  the  Shield  to  the 
St.  Lawrence  at  Three  Rivers. 

1.  How  long  is  the  St.  Maurice? 

2.  How  many  feet  does  it  fall  in  its  journey  to  the  St.  Lawrence? 

3.  How  many  times  are  its  waters  used  by  power  dams  such  as  that 
at  La  Tuque? 

4.  How  many  more  sites  are  available  for  development? 

5.  Use  Figure  4-28  to  find  out  what  industries  are  powered  by  the 
St.  Maurice  at  Shawinigan.  Why  must  road  and  rail  transport  be  used  instead 
of  water  to  send  manufactured  goods  from  Shawinigan?  Which  city  serves 
as  its  port? 
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4-29.  Part  of  Three  Rivers  (Le  Nouvelliste). 


6.  Figure  4-29  is  a  view  of  Three  Rivers.  Match  the  correct  letter  on 
the  photograph  to  the  following  statements: 

(i)  Power  for  industries  in  Three  Rivers  is  provided  by  this  river. 

(ii)  This  river  is  a  great  highway  carrying  goods  to  and  from  Three 
Rivers. 

(iii)  These  mills  use  power,  water,  and  lumber  brought  by  the  St. 
Maurice.  Three  Rivers  is  often  referred  to  as  the  newsprint 
capital  of  the  world.  Why  does  so  much  newsprint  pass  through 
Three  Rivers? 
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4-30.  A  sketch  map 
showing  hydro-electric 
power  developments  in 
the  Saguenay  basin. 


STORAGE  RESERVOIRS 


DAMS 


DIRECTION  OF  FLOW 


275.000 


UNDERGROUND  POWER 
HOUSE 


540.000 


300.000 


1.200.000 


DAMS  WITH  POWER 
HOUSES  CAPACITY  IN 
HORSEPOWER  INDICATED 


DIRECTION  OF  FLOW 


4-31 .  One  of  the  powerhouses  on  the  Peribonka  River  (Aluminum  Company  of  Canada, 
Ltd.) 

(iv)  These  buildings  tell  us  that  Three  Rivers  handles  large  quantities 
of  grain. 

(v)  This  shows  that  oil  is  refined  and  stored  at  Three  Rivers. 

7.  Write  a  paragraph  explaining  how  the  St.  Maurice  Valley  makes  an 
important  contribution  to  the  wealth  of  Canada. 


The  Saguenay  Region 

Figure  4-30  shows  another  section  of  the  Shield  where  extensive  hydro¬ 
electric  deyelopments  have  been  made.  Locate  the  Saguenay  basin  in  Figure 
4-26.  How  many  power  houses  are  shown  in  Figure  4-30  ?  Figure  4-31  is  a 
picture  of  one  on  the  Peribonka  River.  Find  the  chute  by  which  logs  are 
funnelled  past  the  installations.  How  many  pulp  and  paper  mills  does  Figure 
4-26  show  in  this  area  ? 

A  cruise  up  the  Saguenay 

For  many  years  pleasure  boats  have  cruised  on  the  Saguenay.  One  can  travel 
more  than  100  miles  into  the  heart  of  the  Canadian  Shield  along  this  fiord. 
Great  craggy  cliffs  rise  on  either  side  and  the  waters  are  still  and  deep.  It 
was  a  route  for  the  Indians;  and  Tadoussac,  where  the  Saguenay  flows  into 
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4-32.  A  dockside  scene 
at  Port  Alfred  (Alumi- 
num  Company  of 
Canada,  Ltd.). 


the  St.  Lawrence,  was  an  important  meeting  place  and  the  site  of  an  early 
mission.  The  old  wooden  church  still  stands. 

In  recent  years  many  freighters  have  also  travelled  these  waters.  Figure 
4-32  shows  some  of  the  vessels  in  dock  at  Port  Alfred.  Some  are  bringing 
in  bauxite  from  British  Guiana.  This  is  the  ore  from  which  aluminum  is 


4-33.  The  new  town  in  the  bush — Arvida  (Aluminum  Company  of  Canada,  Ltd.) 
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4-34.  A  pocket  of 
farmland  in  the  Shield 
—  the  Lake  St.  John 
Lowland  (Province  of 
Quebec). 


made.  Others  are  taking  out  finished  aluminum.  Describe  the  shoreline  and 
comment  on  the  width  of  the  Saguenay. 

Those  who  remember  the  Saguenay  as  it  was  forty  years  ago  notice  other 
changes.  Six  major  plants  have  been  completed  and  towers  carrying  power 
lines  are  a  common  sight.  The  sleepy  little  towns  have  grown  into  busy 
industrial  cities,  and  at  Afvida  a  large  planned  city  h^  appeared  almost 
overnight.  Figure  4-33  is  arTaerial  view  of  Arvida.  FinTthe  Saguenay  River 
and  the  huge  aluminum  works.  How  can  you  tell  that  this  is  a  modern,  care¬ 
fully  planned  town  ? 


The  Saguenay  Valley  is  a  major  world  producer  of  aluminum 

No  aluminum  ore  is  mined  in  Canada.  All  must  be  imported.  How  does  it 
reach  Arvida  ?  Cryolite  is  brought  in  from  Greenland,  fluorspar  from  New¬ 
foundland,  and  petroleum  coke  from  Texas.  All  these  materials  are  brought 
to  the  Saguenay  for  smelting  because  aluminum  smelting  requires  huge 
quantities  of  electricity.  To  produce  one  ton  of  aluminum  ingots  requires 
as  much  electricity  as  you  will  use  in  your  home  in  15  years.  Why  is  so  much 
cheap  power  available  in  the  Saguenay  area  ?  Aluminum  from  the  Arvida 
smelter  and  from  several  others  in  Quebec  is  shipped  to  several  centres  in 
Canada  and  to  many  other  countries. 

Smelting  of  other  metals  also  requires  great  quantities  of  electric  power. 
For  this  reason  nickel,  copper,  lead,  and  zinc  ores  are  brought  from  Chibou- 
gamou  to  be  smelted  in  the  Saguenay  area. 

The  Lake  St.  John  Lowland  is  one  of  the  chief  agricultural  areas  of  the 
Canadian  Shield.  Figure  4-34  shows  some  of  the  agricultural  land  with  the 
mountains  of  the  Shield  in  the  background.  What  form  of  farming  is  carried 
on  ?  Where  do  farmers  market  their  produce  ? 
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4-35.  Quebec's  buried  treasures. 


The  Treasure  Hunt  in  the  Shield 

The  Canadian  Shield  has  rich  mineral  reserves.  What  important  minerals  are 
produced  in  the  Ontario  section  ?  There  are  many  large  mines  in  the  Quebec 
section  of  the  Clay  Belt.  Find  the  towns  of  Noranda,  Malartic,  and  Val  d’Or 
in  Figure  4-35.  What  minerals  are  produced  in  this  area  ?  It  is  usually  known 
as  the  Mining  Belt  because  mining  is  so  important. 

This  is  also  one  of  the  best  farming  areas  in  the  Shield.  The  Quebec 
government  has  encouraged  colonists  to  develop  farmland  there.  Hay  and 
pasture  for  dairy  cattle  is  the  most  profitable  form  of  farming.  Conditions 
are  very  like  those  near  Kapuskasing,  Ontario.  What  problems  confront 
28  farmers  in  the  Mining  Belt  of  Quebec? 
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4-36.  The  train  hauling  iron  ore  from  Schefferville  to  Seven  Islands  (Iron  Ore  Company  of 
Canada). 


Labrador  —  land  of  snow  and  iron 

If  your  family  moved  to  Schefferville  to  take  part  in  the  new  iron  mining 
development  in  that  area,  you  would  travel  to  your  new  home  by  train  or 
plane.  There  is  no  road  to  this  town,  and  it  is  only  in  the  last  few  years  that 
it  has  been  possible  to  drive  to  Seven  Islands,  the  terminus  of  the  Quebec 
North  Shore  and  Labrador  railway.  Find  these  towns  in  Figure  4-35. 

Trains  leave  twice  weekly,  and  you  would  probably  have  time  to  look 
around  Seven  Islands  while  waiting  to  leave.  The  islands  which  protect  the 
harbor  obviously  gave  the  town  its  name.  Neat  modern  homes  on  carefully 
laid  out  streets  cover  many  blocks,  but  you  might  notice  the  church  and  a 
cluster  of  older  buildings  at  the  head  of  the  pier.  Twenty  years  ago  these 
were  the  only  buildings  in  Seven  Islands.  In  those  days,  fishing  was  the  chief 
occupation  and  the  only  communication  with  the  outside  was  by  boat.  These 
figures  show  the  tremendous  growth  of  Seven  Islands : 


1951  1961  .  1969 

Population .  1,200  22,000  22,000 

Schools .  1  9  12 

Businesses .  20  532  560 


Today  the  fishing  boats  are  overshadowed  by  freighters  loading  at  the 
docks,  and  huge  quantities  of  ore  are  dumped  at  the  water’s  edge.  Why  is  it 
necessary  to  stockpile  ore  during  the  summer  months  ? 

The  train  journey  is  exciting.  For  360  miles  the  train  rattles  further  and 
further  into  the  bush.  There  are  no  towns  on  the  way,  but  at  the  midway 
point  the  crews  change  over.  Figure  4-36  shows  part  of  the  railway.  Why  was 
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it  difficult  and  expensive  to  build  ?  Describe  the  relief  and  vegetation  of  the 
country.  Power  lines  and  telephone  lines  follow  the  track  all  the  way.  The 
railway  is  very  busy  in  summer.  Why  do  they  ship  out  as  much  ore  as  possible 
in  this  season  ?  The  journey  takes  fifteen  hours. 

After  travelling  for  so  many  miles  without  seeing  any  houses  at  all,  you 
might  be  surprised  to  find  at  Schefferville  a  modern  town  looking  much  like 
any  new  housing  area  in  Southern  Ontario.  In  Figure  4-37,  which  letter 
shows  the  gently  curved  streets  of  dwelling  houses  ?  All  the  buildings  are 
made  of  gaily  colored  asbestos  shingles  and  painted  wood  trim.  The  back¬ 
yards  are  landscaped  and  the  sidewalks  paved. 

Which  letter  shows  the  town  centre  ?  This  is  where  the  children  go  to 
school.  The  churches,  stores,  and  other  service  centres  are  also  in  this 
central  part.  There  is  a  large  Community  Centre  where  people  can  swim, 
bowl,  or  curl  in  winter.  Figure  4-38  shows  why  they  must  spend  most  of 
their  time  indoors  in  winter. 


4-37.  Schefferville — the  new  town  in  the  bush  (Iron  Ore  Company  of  Canada). 
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Land  of  harsh  winters 

1.  How  many  months  have  below-freezing  temperatures?  Compare  the 
January  and  July  average  temperatures  with  those  for  Montreal  (Figure  4-1 6). 

2.  Counting  ten  inches  of  snow  equal  to  every  inch  of  rainfall,  what  is 
the  snowfall  between  November  and  April? 

3.  Why  is  it  almost  impossible  to  grow  any  flowers  or  vegetables  in  the 
gardens  in  Schefferville?  Explain  why  the  prices  of  food  in  the  stores  are 
higher  than  in  Montreal  or  Quebec. 

All  bulk  goods  are  brought  into  Schefferville  over  the  railway  from 
Seven  Islands,  and  the  arrival  of  the  train  twice  weekly  is  an  exciting  event. 
The  industrial  area  is  located  on  land  just  below  the  bottom  edge  of  this 
photograph. 

Which  letter  shows  the  airstrip  ?  Most  mail  is  brought  in  this  way,  and 
passenger  service  is  also  important. 

Almost  everyone  in  Schefferville  works  in  the  iroi;  mines  close  by.  The 
road  to  the  mines  is  shown  by  the  letter  D.  Figure  4-39  shows  some  of  the  diesel 
trucks  in  the  mine.  A  steam  shovel  loads  ore  into  the  truck,  which  takes  it 
to  the  crushing  and  screening  mill  where  waste  rock  is  removed  before  it  is 
loaded  onto  the  train.  Why  do  they  crush  and  screen  it  before  shipment  ? 
This  is  called  open  pit  mining.  Why  is  the  winter  snowfall  a  greater  problem 
here  than  in  underground  mines  ? 

There  are  vast  reserves  of  high  grade  iron  ore  in  Labrador,  and  many 
other  areas,  as  yet  undeveloped,  are  known  to  exist.  Find  two  other  iron 
mining  centres  in  Figure  4-35.  How  is  the  ore  shipped  out  from  Gagnonville  ? 
In  some  years  Seven  Islands  alone  has  handled  more  cargo  tonnage  than  any 
other  Canadian  port  except  Montreal.  Where  do  freighters  such  as  the 
Meadow  Queen  take  the  ore?  A  great  deal  is  also  shipped  to  ports  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States. 


4-38.  Climatic  graph  of  Schef¬ 
ferville, 


4-39.  Mining  iron  ore  near  Schefferville  (Iron  Ore  Company  of  Canada). 


Other  resources  of  Labrador  —  New  Quebec 

1 .  In  Figure  4-35  note  the  steep  scarp  where  the  Canadian  Shield  meets 
the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands.  Where  the  rivers  tumble  over  this  cliff,  great 
quantities  of  water  power  are  available.  Which  famous  falls  of  this  type  did 
Karen  Wiswell  visit?  Power  from  the  Bersimis  River  is  already  being  used  in 
Montreal.  What  industry  at  Baie  Comeau  takes  advantage  of  local  hydro¬ 
electricity?  Towns  on  the  south  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence  receive  this  power 
by  underwater  cable. 

2.  What  minerals  are  obtained  from  Lake  Allard?  The  ore  Hmenite 
produces  iron,  and  also  titanium  which  is  used  in  paint  making.  The  ore  is 
shipped  to  Sorel,  where  St.  Maurice  power  is  used  for  smelting. 

3.  There  are  great  waterpower  and  forest  resources  in  the  interior, 
though  much  of  the  region  consists  of  bare  rock,  swamp,  and  muskeg 
similar  to  parts  of  Northern  Ontario.  What  are  the  problems  of  developing 
resources  in  this  area?  How  has  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  assisted  the 
development  of  this  region? 

This  area  lies  in  the  disputed  border  area  between  Quebec  and  Labrador. 
Provincial  regulations  regarding  use  of  labor,  construction  materials,  and 
power  sometimes  make  development  difficult.  For  example  all  the  ports  are 
in  Quebec,  but  mines  in  the  Newfoundland  section  may  not  process  that  ore 
outside  their  province,  and  so  cannot  use  the  excellent  tidewater  sites. 


Farming  in  the  Canadian  Shield  of  Quebec 

Where  are  the  best  areas  of  farmland  in  the  Shield  ?  In  most  of  the  Shield, 
farms  are  small  and  farmers  work  hard  to  make  a  modest  living.  Why  do  the 
32  landforms,  soils,  vegetation,  and  climate  of  this  area  make  farming  difficult  ? 


4-40.  Mr.  Demers'  farm  at  Brebeuf  (Province  of  Quebec) 


Figure  4-40  is  a  view  of  Mr.  Roland  Demers’  farm*  at  Brebeuf  85 
miles  from  Montreal.  Find  Brebeuf  in  Figure  4-1.  It  is  in  a  hilly  area  and  the 
soil  is  very  sandy.  When  Mr.  Demers  went  there,  it  was  very  run  down  and 
neglected.  Two  horses  and  two  cows  consumed  the  entire  crop  of  grain  and 
hay.  There  was  no  machinery  and  no  electricity.  Many  similar  farms  still 
exist  in  the  remote  and  difficult  parts  of  the  Shield. 

Mr.  Demers  applied  great  quantities  of  manure  and  fertilizer.  Now 
he  is  producing  sizeable  crops  of  oats  and  hay.  Figure  4-41  shows  how  he 
uses  his  land.  What  fraction  was  cultivated  ?  The  crops  are  for  animal  fodder. 
How  do  you  know  that  Mr.  Demers  keeps  animals  through  the  winter  ? 
Figure  4-42  shows  Mr.  Demers’  son  in  the  potato  field.  Why  will  a  large 
proportion  of  his  farm  always  remain  in  rough  pasture  and  forest  ? 


4_41 .  How  Mr.  Demers  uses  his 
land. 


4-42.  Mr.  Demers'  son  in  his  father's  potato  field 
(Province  of  Quebec). 
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*For  this  account  the  authors  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Dorion  of  the  Quebec  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Colonization. 


The  farm  now  supports  2  horses,  1  Ayrshire  bull,  18  cows,  1  boar,  5  sows 
and  39  young  pigs,  and  460  hens.  The  milk  is  separated  on  the  farm  and  the 
butter  is  sold  to  a  co-operative  buttery.  The  rest  is  fed  to  the  pigs.  Why 
does  Mr.  Demers  not  sell  his  milk  as  fresh  milk  ?  He  fattens  100  pigs  every 
year  and  sells  eggs  and  table  chickens.  Here  is  how  Mr.  Demers  makes  his 
cash  income : 


Milk  for  butter  —  $2,163 
Pigs  —  $3,210 

Eggs  and  chickens  —  $1,952 


He  owns  a  tractor,  a  plough,  silage  equipment,  a  milking  machine,  and 
an  automobile.  They  hope  to  have  electricity  soon,  and  have  an  electric 
refrigerator  and  television  ready  for  that  time. 

Mr.  Demers  was  awarded  a  bronze  medal  in  the  provincial  Agricul¬ 
tural  Merit  Competition  because  he  had  made  so  much  improvement  on  his 
farm.  With  careful  work  and  enthusiasm,  many  farms  can  be  made  as  pro¬ 
ductive  as  his. 

What  problems  faced  Mr.  Demers  when  he  took  over  his  farm  ?  How  has 
he  shown  that  a  productive  farm  can  be  established  in  the  Canadian  Shield  ? 

4-43.  Mont  Albert  in  interior  Gaspe  (Province  of  Quebec). 


Compare  his  farm  with  that  of  Mr.  Laliberte,  Why  can  Mr.  Demers  never 
hope  to  have  as  rich  and  productive  a  farm  as  his  neighbor  in  the  Lowlands  ? 


Appalachian  Quebec 

The  mountain  country  to  the  east  and  south  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  different 
from  the  Canadian  Shield.  It  is  similar  to  the  Atlantic  Provinces  in  its 
scenery  and  occupations. 


A  picture  tour  of  Gaspe 

The  Gaspe  peninsula  is  a  rather  remote  region.  In  Figure  4-1  estimate  the 
distance  from  the  village  of  Gaspe  to  Montreal.  Almost  all  the  villages  are 
on  the  coast  and  there  are  few  roads  into  the  interior. 

1.  Figure  4-43  is  a  view  of  the  interior.  Why  is  this  a  difficult  place  to 
build  roads?  Why  do  few  people  make  a  living  here? 

2.  Tourism  is  the  chief  activity  in  the  interior.  Fine  scenery  and  good 
hunting  and  fishing  attract  visitors.  Figure  4-44  shows  one  of  the  chief 
tourist  centres  of  the  coast.  Why  are  people  attracted  to  this  area?  Why 
does  Gaspe  have  fewer  visitors  than  the  Canadian  Shield  area  of  Quebec? 

4_44,  Perce — Gaspe's  best-known  tourist  resort  (Province  of  Quebec). 


4-45.  A  Gaspe  farmer  at  work  (Province  of  Quebec). 


4-46.  One  of  Gaspb's  chief  exports — dried  cod  (Province  of  Quebec). 
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4-47.  Gathering  maple  sap  (Province  of  Quebec). 


. 


3.  Figure  4-45  shows  Mr.  Dumont  ploughing  his  field  on  the  north  shore 
of  the  Gaspe  Peninsula.  What  makes  you  think  this  is  a  less  prosperous  farm 
than  Mr.  Laliberte's?  What  are  some  of  the  problems  Mr.  Dumont  faces? 
The  coastal  strip  is  narrow,  and  the  farms  are  strung  out  along  the  shore 
with  narrow  fields  extending  back  from  the  river.  Hay  and  dairying  for  the 
small  coastal  towns  provide  the  farmers  with  an  income. 

4.  Figure  4-46  shows  a  typical  coastal  scene.  What  important  industry  is 
represented  here?  These  dried  codfish  are  shipped  to  the  West  Indies.  Herring, 
salmon,  and  lobsters  are  all  important  sources  of  income.  Most  of  these  are 
sold  fresh  in  the  cities  of  southern  Quebec. 

5.  From  Figure  4-35,  find  what  mineral  is  important  in  Gaspe.  Where 
does  the  Murdochville  smelter  obtain  its  power?  There  are  also  some  pulp 
and  paper  mills  in  the  coastal  towns. 


Two  questions  to  answer 

1.  Why  do  most  of  the  people  of  Gaspe  live  on  the  coast  ? 

2.  Why  has  the  development  of  the  resources  of  this  region  been  so  slow  ? 


The  Eastern  Townships 

Granby,  Richmond,  Waterloo,  Drummondville,  Sherbrooke  —  these  are 
some  of  the  chief  towns  in  southeastern  Quebec.  What  nationality  were  the 
people  who  founded  them  ?  Instead  of  the  long  fields  of  the  seigneuries  you 
find  square  fields  and  townships  similar  to  those  of  Southern  Ontario.  Most 
of  the  early  settlers  came  not  from  France  but  from  New  England.  English- 
speaking  people  are  no  longer  the  majority  in  this  area,  but  the  first  English 
settlers  left  an  imprint  on  the  landscape,  just  as  the  early  French  settlers  gave 
the  landscape  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands  a  distinctive  character. 


Maple  Syrup  Centre  of  Canada 

The  maple  tree,  its  sugar  and  syrup  have  long  been  considered  an  emblem  of 
Canada.  Figure  4-47  shows  a  farmer  and  his  children  gathering  sap  from 
maple  trees.  What  season  is  this  ?  Describe  how  the  sap  is  taken  from  the  trees. 
Sap  is  a  clear,  watery  liquid.  The  boys  take  it  to  the  sugar  house,  a  shack 
in  the  bush,,  and  it  is  boiled  until  clear  golden  syrup  is  obtained.  If  it  is 
boiled  longer  it  forms  soft,  brown  sugar.  Maple  syrup  sells  for  about  eight 
dollars  a  gallon,  and  the  products  of  the  sugar  bush  provide  an  important 
part  of  the  farmer’s  income.  Most  farmers  also  sell  some  wood  each  winter. 
Why  is  winter  a  good  time  for  a  Quebec  farmer  to  work  in  his  woodlot  ?  Hay 
and  dairying  is  the  chief  form  of  agriculture. 
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4-48.  Asbestos  mine  in  the  Eastern  Townships  (Province  of  Quebec). 


World's  chief  asbestos  producer 

Figure  4-48  shows  a  mine  in  the  Eastern  Townships.  White  cone-shaped 
mounds  of  waste  such  as  these  are  widely  spread  over  this  section  of  Quebec. 
The  asbestos  is  mined  by  both  open  pit  and  shaft  methods.  There  are  fourteen 
asbestos  mines  in  the  area,  and  textiles,  packings,  brake  linings,  siding, 
and  roofing  shingles  are  among  the  chief  products.  Copper  and  granite  are 
also  mined. 

Refer  back  to  Figure  4-22.  Name  another  important  industry  of  the 
Eastern  Townships.  What  can  you  infer  about  the  scenery  and  climate  ?  This 
is  a  region  of  beautiful  lakes  and  mountains.  Cool  summers  attract  visitors 
from  the  large  cities  nearby,  and  winter  sports  facilities  bring  tourists  in 
winter.  What  advantage  does  the  Eastern  Townships  have  over  Gaspe  as 
a  tourist  area  ? 

No  place  in  the  Eastern  Townships  is  very  far  from  a  small  town. 
Settlements  grew  up  on  sites  where  power  was  available  for  mills  —  sawmills, 
flour  mills,  and  textile  mills.  Later,  as  hydro-electricity  was  developed,  many 
of  these  became  modern  industrial  towns.  Windsor  Mills  is  the  largest  of 
several  pulp  and  paper  making  centres.  Magog,  Cowansville,  and  Granby 
have  large  textile  mills.  There  is  a  wide  variety  of  industries  in  the  smaller 
towns  which  also  provide  services  for  the  surrounding  agricultural  areas  and 
38  often  act  as  tourist  centres. 
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A  review 

Make  a  list  of  the  characteristics  which  distinguish  the  Eastern  Townships 
from  the  rest  of  Quebec. 


Summarizing  Quebec's  most  significant  features 

1.  Copy  the  following  table.  Use  it  to  complete  a  quick  summary  of  the 
chief  features  of  Quebec's  three  major  regions. 


St.  Lawrence 

Appalachian 

Canadian  Shield 

Lowlands 

Quebec 

Physical  landscape 

Low  rocky  mountains, 
little  soil,  confused 
drainage,  many  lakes 

Agriculture 

Limited.  Poor  soils, 
severe  winters 

Forestry 

Very  important,  esp. 
pulp  and  paper 

Mining 

Gold,  iron 

Power 

Abundant  hydro¬ 
electricity 

Transportation 

Difficult  —  long 
distances,  rough 
country,  few  people 

Main  products 

Pulp  and  paper, 
minerals,  power 

Settlements 

Mining  towns,  pulp 
and  paper  towns, 
many  resorts 

2.  Give  the  reasons  why  most  of  the  people  of  Quebec  live  in  the 
St.  Lawrence  Lowlands. 

3.  Why  is  the  Canadian  Shield  section  very  important  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands? 

4.  What  contribution  does  the  Appalachian  area  make  to  Quebec's 
prosperity? 

5.  What  direct  influence  does  Quebec  have  in  the  lives  of  Hamilton 
steel  workers,  Windsor  automobile  makers.  Fort  William  stevedores,  and  many 
other  Canadians  living  outside  Quebec? 
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